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                “The Living Water”              “The  Mayim Shayim”                                1 
                                     

Just one day back from Israel and trying to prepare a message for a wonderful meeting the next 
day,  I knew in my spirit I am to prepare  to speak on “The Living Water” - the Hayim Shayim! 
Having just travelled through Egypt  - into the Sahara Desert and driving all the way across  
the Sinai Desert, then into across Jordan and the Arabah Desert finally  into Israel and the 
spending some days in the Judean Desert…Anywhere there was fresh running water was a 
miracle from GOD to me…..A time of such refreshing from the heat , the dust and exhaustion 
just to feel  cool springs of living water…at En Gedi,  at the Pool of Siloam, at the Jordan River, 
at the Sea of Galilee…sweet wonderful rushing water….What an awesome picture of the Messiah 
and the Holy Spirit! Bible Prophecy is all about JESUS - He promises us Living Water!   
 

                    JESUS is the Living Water  -“The Hayim Mayim” 
 
Jesus & the Samaritan Woman at the well! 

John 4:10 “Jesus answered and said to her, If you knew the gift of God,  

          and who it is that says  to you, Give me to drink, you would have asked of Him,  
            and He would have given you “the living water.”  
John 4:14  “But whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the  

             water that I will give him will become in him,  a well of water springing up to eternal life." 
John 4:4-26   ‘ He had to pass through Samaria. So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar,  

near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; and Jacob's well was there.  
 So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. It was about the 6th hour .  
  There came a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus said to her, Give Me to drink.:     
   

 Jesus At the Feast of Tabernacles 
John 7:37-39 “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out,         2 

     saying, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. "He who believes in Me,  
      as the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.'" 
      But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive;  
       for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 
Isaiah 55:1   "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; And you who have no money come,    

buy and eat Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.” 
 
Jesus clearly refers to Isaiah 55:1.    His final message in the Word is Come, “Who is Thirsty!” 
 
Revelation  22;17  “And the Spirit and the bride say ‘Come.’   

                             And let him that hears say, “Come.” And let him that is thirsty come.   
                            And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” 



                     More Living Water Verses in the Book of Revelation  
 

Revelation 7:13-17  “Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, "These who are clothed  

in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "My lord, you 
know." And he said to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation,  
and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. "For this 
reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and 
He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them.  
"They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, 
 nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide  
them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes." 
 
Revelation 21:6-8  “Then He said to me, "It is done I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life 
without cost. (quoting Isaiah 55:1)  "He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his 
God and he will be My son. "But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 
murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 2nd death." 
 
Revelation 22:1-2  “ Then he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street . On either side of the river was 
the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. 
 
            Old Testament Prophecies – The Living Water & The End Times 

 
Jeremiah 17:13   “ O LORD, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You will be put to shame.   

                       Those who turn away on earth will be written down,  
           Because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even the LORD.” 
 
Zechariah 14:8-9   And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem,  

            half of them toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea;  
            it will be in summer as well as in winter. And the LORD will be king over all the earth;  
            in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.” 
 
Isaiah 49:10  "They will not hunger or thirst, nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; 

For He who has compassion on them will lead them And will guide them to springs of water. 
 

Isaiah 44:3 'For I will pour out water on the thirsty land And streams on the dry ground; 

          I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your descendants;” 
 
Isaiah 12:3    “Therefore you will joyously draw water from the springs of salvation (Yeshua).” 



          “The Ministry of the Mikveh”                3                 
GOD is our hope -  the true source of living water. 
Many Old Testament verses point to YHWH as the 
Living Water. The sin nature we inherited from Adam 
and Eve separated us from God who is Holy.  
Jesus came as God’s righteous substitute for our  
sin so that our relationship with God can be fully 
restored.. His death not only breaks the power of the 
sin nature that held us captive but also gives us 
power to be purified daily from the pollutions of the 
world By the Water, by the Word and by His Spirit! 
 
GOD = Living Water = The Hayim Mayim  
 
Jeremiah 2:13 “For My people have committed 
 two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain  
of living waters, to hew for themselves cisterns,  
broken cisterns  that can hold no water.” 

 
Jeremiah 17:13         “The Mikveh” 
 
“ O God, the hope of Israel, All who forsake You will be put to shame. Those who turn away on 
earth will be written down, Because they have forsaken the fountain of living water, even YHVH. 

 

The Hebrew word translated as “hope” is “mikveh!”  GOD is OUR hope (mikveh) and  also the 
fountain (source) of living water. So every time we immerse ourselves in water, it ‘s a prophetic 
picture of GOD purifying us. Yet this ministry is shared by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

 
Now JESUS has become our hope (our mikveh). 

JESUS  testifies  - The Holy Spirit is now the Living Water! 
. 
1 Timothy 1:1   “Paul, an apostle of Messiah Jesus according to the commandment of God our 
Savior, and of Messiah Jesus, who is our hope,( our Mikveh)” 
 
John 4:10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to 
you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.” 
 
Revelation 21:6   Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. 

 
John 10:30  Jesus says “I and the Father are one.” 
John 17:21 1 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You,  
              that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 



                               The Spiritual Precedes the Physical in Baptism                                              4 
 
Titus 3:5  “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 
   but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,” 
 
The word regeneration means rebirth: Jesus’ name means ‘salvation of God’.  So when we 
immerse ourselves declaring our faith In Jesus to save us – symbolically we are returning to the 
womb of creation, and coming out of the water we are Born Again – a new creation in Christ! 
 
John 3:3–5  “Jesus answered and said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when 
he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?” 

 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God”. 
 
John the Baptist was immersing people in water, baptizing them with a baptism of repentance. 
Mark 1:44 “John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance  
               for the forgiveness of sins.” 
John’s baptisms or immersions in the Jordan were not strange to the Israelites.  In Jesus’ day, 
anyone ritually impure and new converts to Judaism were required to immerse themselves in the 
mikveh as an act of obedience to God.  You entered the mikveh ritually impure in your old life, 
and re-emerged into new life -being born again. Jews call this “tevillah.”  
 
“The baptismal water (Mikveh) in rabbinic literature was referred to “as the womb of the world,” 
and as a convert came out of the water it was considered a new birth separating him from the 
pagan world. As the convert came out of these waters his status was changed and he was 
referred to as “a little child just born” or “a child of one day” The New Testament uses the same 
Jewish themes as “born anew,” “new creation,” and “born from above.” 
 
                      “The Ministry of the Mikveh – Now the Ministry of the Holy Spirit” 
After Jesus was crucified and resurrected, the ministry of the Living Water transferred to the 
Holy Spirit.  Now He is the purifier, the inward witness, the Comforter, and the reprover of sin.   
 
#1. Immersion for ritual impurity. Every Jew honored God by purifying himself before entering  
the Presence of God – The Holy Temple!  How much more should we be immersing ourselves in 
the Holy Ghost - preparing to meet the King of Kings– He reproves, convicts, leads, comforts,  
 
#2. Immersion for Repentance/Rededication  - Jews were familiar with the washing away of sin  
                                   (Psalm 51:2; Psalm 51:7; Isaiah 1:16; Isaiah 4:14,)  
 They did NOT consider it strange when John preached water baptism as an outward sign of 
repentance from sin.  OT scriptures teach that sin causes spiritual uncleanness.  Likewise we 
understand as believers that it is only the Spirit of God working in us that brings real change.  
Being baptized or immersed in the Presence of God re-presents the ministry of the mikveh! 



“The Living Water  & The Feast of Tabernacles” 
Every morning at Dawn, the priests would lead a procession from the Temple to the Pool of 

Siloam, know as “the Living Water” to draw out water into a golden jug. With the sound of 

trumpets and great joy a procession would fill the streets to ascend back to the Temple to pour 

out the water on the Great Altar – to pray for rain and for the Messiah to Come. – This is called 

“the water libation ceremony” and they sang “With Joy we drink water out of the well of our 

salvation.” While not recorded in Scripture, this ceremony clearly performed in Jesus Day  

 

 

On the  

 

 

 

Last and final 7th day was the climax! The Priest would circle the altar 7 times, with the willow 

branches forming a sukkot, with the blood of the 70 sacrifices and with the water mixed with 

wine....Hear now what Jesus did!   John 7:37-39 

 “In that Day, that great day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying” If any man is thirsty let 
him come unto Me and Drink.  He that believes on Me, as the Scriptures have said, our of his 
belly shall flow living water.“But this spoke He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him 

should receive, for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.”   

 
		



                                 “ Broken Cisterns or The Living Waters”                                                       6    
                             The Ministry of the Mikveh  -  The Holy Spirit                     
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    The Living Water in Hebrew  
                “Mayim Hayim”   







        

 
 
 
 
     The Ministry of the Mikveh 
          Baptisms in the Bible 



“The Ministry of the Mikveh –  Baptisms in the Bible” 

 
 Water Baptism 
The word "Baptism" comes from the Greek word BAPTIZO which means to fully immerse. 
 The same word In Hebrew is the MIKVEH. This immersion is so complete into another substance 
that it is saturated to the point of overflow, changing its identity.   New Covenant Baptism 
immerses believers into the Church, into God’s Spirit, and then also into Fire.  (Matthew 3:11) 
 
Baptism is not new to the Jews.   Hebrews 6: 1-2 says "baptisms" –  more than one baptism  
1. The baptism of creation to life – 

   Genesis 1 & 7;  
  2 Peter 3: 6-7  

2. The Flood Purified the Earth 
3.  Baptism in Red Sea  -  

 Exodus 14:19-31; 
 1 Corinthians 10: 1-4  

4   Ritual Cleansing - Mikveh – 
 Leviticus 8: 5-9;  
 Numbers 8: 6-7;1 
 Numbers 9:13,  
 Numbers 20  

5. John’s Baptism unto repentance – 
 Matthew 3: 1-6 

 6. Jesus’ Baptism into Body of Christ –  
       Romans 6:3-5  
 7.  Baptism in Holy Ghost for power/ ministry -  
 8.  Baptism by Fire for purification – 
       Matthew 3:11 & Luke 3:16; 
      1 Peter 4:12-16 
 
In the beginning the Earth was void and empty, until God separated light from darkness and 
immersed it in water.  The Spirit of God was brooding upon the waters that He brought forth 
order out of chaos, and created new life. Genesis 1:1-10 
The ordinance of immersion began in creation when earth was formed by God’s spoken Word. 
When God gathered the waters together into seas, He caused the earth to be resurrected out of 
its watery grave - in effect, was the 'womb' from which it came forth. The word used for 'gathered 
waters' in verse 10 is "mikveh". The mikveh waters were actually the womb of creation from which 
He brought forth new life out of its former state of 'death (Hebrew tohu v bohu - empty and void.    
In Genesis is the first mention of “the ministry of the Mikveh.” 
 
Water is always used as a cleansing, purifying agent in God’s purposes to bring change from one 
state of existence to another.  The gathering of the waters along with the Holy Spirit's moving 
upon those waters in Creation (Genesis 1:1-10) initiates the prophetic picture of baptism 
/purification/ritual immersion  - the ministry of the Mikveh.  



 God caused the Flood (living waters) to cleanse and purify His Creation. 2nd Peter 3:5-7  
“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and in the water. Whereby the world that then was, being over-
flowed with water, perished.  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same Word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the Day of Judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”   

 
The whole nation of Israel was baptized "into Moses" when they went through the Red Sea, which 
separated them and cleansed them from Egypt’s influence, before taking them into the Promised 
Land. Egypt always represents  the world and its lifestyle. The Red Sea was a mikveh/baptism.  
 
Having gone through the mikveh of the Red Sea, Israel fulfilled the ritual cleansing necessary 
before approaching God and entering into covenant with Him at Sinai (Exodus 19:10). This 
became an ordained ritual for all necessary natural and spiritual cleansing, and for all acts of 
consecration and spiritual offerings. Leviticus 14:8-9; 13:54-58; 1:7-9, 10-13; 8:18-21 
The Ministry of the Mikveh was commanded for purification and for consecration! 
1. Before Marriage 
2. Before a Bar Mitzvah 
3. Before Ministry as a Priest  
4. All animal sacrifices were to be ritually washed 
5. Before Entering God’s Presence/The Temple during Holy days. 
6. Ritual Purification: after childbirth, after any bodily discharge, after touching anything dead or 

unclean, after healing of leprosy, or any disease,  
  
In undergoing the mikveh waters, the person is considered to have been saturated by the Spirit 
of God and to be "re-born" or "born again" by His creative power, so as to enter into a more 
elevated state of spiritual life for their new status. John 3:3, 10 
All priests were required to undergo ritual immersion when being consecrated into the 
priesthood and also after that, in cases where they would become defiled by contact with that 
which was unclean. Leviticus 8:5-9; Numbers 8:6-7; 19:13, 20 
The Talmud, Mishnah tells us that the High Priest immersed himself five times and washed his 

hands and feet ten times during the sacrifices in ministering the office on Yom Kippur.  
 
John’s Baptism unto Repentance 
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness; Prepare ye the way of the Lord; Make his paths 

straight. " ... ... And all flesh shall see the salvation of God" Luke 3:4,6 
After 400 years of silence, John’s ministry was a powerful voice crying out against political 
corruption, the spiritual corruption, and to confront Israel’s unbelief. Before his birth, it was 
prophesied John would call the nation back to repentance and prepare the way for the Messiah. 
Mark 1:4"John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism for remission of sins"  
 
Remission of sin by baptism (ritual cleansing, the Mikveh) was an established practice in Israel 
and was understood to be a work of the Spirit of Yahweh God for inner cleansing from sin and 
defilement, based upon true repentance. John's Mikveh immersions were truly prophetically 
timed to announce spiritual change was coming in the person of the Messiah. 



John’s ministry calling Israel to repentance climaxed with Jesus’ Baptism in the Jordan River 
around His 30th birthday. This fell during Sept/Oct at the holiest and 7th festival month of Tishrei, 
during the season of Fall Feasts:  Trumpets, the Day of Atonement and the Feast of Tabernacles. 
For 40 days of Teshuvah before Yom Kippur - Israel was called daily by a shofar blast: “Repent, 
Get right with God, Get ready.   God’s judgment always comes on Yom Kippur! 

 
Israel had strong Messianic expectations: Messiah would come as a King to defeat their enemies. 
He would appear on an appointed Day: a weekly Sabbath or a High Festival Sabbath.) Another 
Miessianic belief was that Messiah or Elijah would immerse them in the Jordan, like when God 
commanded Joshua and all Israel to cross the Jordan River and enter the Promised Land. This was 
the real reason the Pharisees sent men to question John to find out if he was the Messiah, or 
Elijah, or “that prophet.” (Read John 1:19-26; Deut 18:15).  Jesus later explained that John truly 
came in the spirit of Elijah as prophesied “to prepare the way of Messiah.” (Matt 11:14; 17:10-13)  

 
John was officiating in the priestly office even though he was in the wilderness. He referred to 
Jesus as 'One' coming after him who was greater than he 'whose sandal strap I am not worthy to 
stoop down and loose' –and that 'He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit' Mark 1: 7, 8.  
 
  John was speaking of something greater than the Baptism of repentance – pointing to the 
baptism that Jesus would soon authorize for salvation “in the Name of the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Ghost. ” John’s ministry prepared their hearts for Jesus’ ministry as Messiah. Christ’s 
death and resurrection prepared them for the Holy Ghost Baptism that He promised would 
come: they would receive power to speak and minister with signs and wonders. (Acts Chapter 2) .  
 
A Spiritual Kingdom 
Jesus said that no greater prophet than John had been born, but that those thereafter that were 
pressing into the kingdom, were greater than John.   Matthew 11:11-12  This was a new concept 
to the Jews that the birth of God’s kingdom on earth was spiritual, not physical. Most Jews  
looked for an earthly King to defeat Rome and  establish a Jewish nation. They misinterpreted 
the prophecies, they ignored the pattern in the Jordan River baptism, they closed their ears to 
John’s words, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world,.”  They closed  
their eyes  and hearts to His ministry of miracles.  When He was crucified on Passover, and 
resurrection on Firstfruits, they missed God’s Calendar.   they missed the Day of His visitation! 
 
Jesus’ Baptism  
It was not necessary for Jesus to be baptized - He had no sins to confess that needed cleansing.  
As John said, 'I need to be baptized by You, and You are coming to me?' Matthew 3:14 
Jesus answered him, 'Permit it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness' Matt 3:15 
Fulfilling all righteousness involved obedience to the Levitical law. All priests were consecrated at  
30 years of age by the High Priest at a mikveh.  It is recorded that Yeshua 'began to be about 30 
years of age' when he came to John.  After immersion, the High Priest would publically declare, 
‘This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased.”( Luke 3:23; Numbers 4:3)  
 
 



And we know from the Bible that when Jesus was immersed, the heavens opened and a voice 
was heard from heaven, declaring “This is My Son, in Whom I am well pleased.”  
The fulfillment was two-fold:  

• Washing i.e. baptism 
• Anointing for MInistry (Exodus 29: 4-7; Leviticus 8: 6-36, Matt 3:16).  

At the Baptism came the anointing of the Holy Spirit, who descended like a dove! After this, 
Jesus started His ministry of miracles, led by the Spirit of God. God had rejected the corrupted 
Levitical Priesthood and was initiating a new and eternal priesthood through Jesus after the order 
of Mechizedek. (Psalm 110:4 and Hebrew 7:21) John, who was the son of a righteous High priest 
Zachariah, had the authority by birth to officiate in Jesus’ baptism and consecration. The Father 
and The Holy Spirit personally witnessed and sealed Jesus’ ordination! 

 
Jesus also fulfilled the perfect requirements for the pure and spotless lamb that must be 
ceremonially washed by the priests before it was offered as a sacrifice to God. 
                 ( Leviticus 1:9,13;          2 Chronicles 4:6          Hebrews 9:9,10)   
 Therefore John as his father’s firstborn son, also had the authority of his lineage to officiate in 
 the public purification/ immersion of Jesus before He could  be offered as ‘the Lamb of God.”  
 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit  
 
 The Book of Acts describes an immersion in the Spirit of God so strong on the Day of Pentecost 
that timid men who had forsaken Jesus began to prophesy and witness in a powerful way, with the 
evidence of speaking in tongues and performing signs and wonders. Their words were filled with 
an anointing from on High: thousands were added to the Believers. The disciples had been urged 
by Jesus to tarry until they had received power from on High.  With the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,  
tongues of fire appeared on their heads and  the gospel  was preached to the ends of the earth.   

 
A Spiritual Kingdom 
 
Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Among them that are born of women that has not risen 
one greater than John the Baptist, notwithstanding he that is least in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
greater than he.” (Matthew 11:11). This new concept -  the birth of the kingdom of God on earth 
was spiritual and not physical  - was a complete change in their theology. They wouldn’t fully 
understand it until the Outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. Most Jews wanted an earthly 
Jewish Messiah to defeat Rome’s tyranny.  They misinterpreted the prophecies, they ignored the  
the Jordan River baptism,   they closed their ears to John’s words, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sins of the world. They didn’t understand when He was crucified on Passover.    
They marveled at His Words, saw His miracles, but missed accepting the Day of His visitation!  

 
Truly when Jesus comes again, He will fulfill all things perfectly in obedience to the Father.  Every 
appointed time, every prophecy in the Old Testament,  every pattern of the Temple, every 
requirement of the Priesthood, every Sabbath and Festival  theme point to Jesus.  All Israel will 
recognize Jesus as Messiah and King, crying ‘Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the Lord.” 



                       “The Ministry of the Mikveh –  Baptisms in the Word” 

	

	

	

	



 
 
 
 
        “Jesus, The Living Water  
     At The Feast of Tabernacles” 
 
 
 
 



                “Jesus -The Living Water & The Feast of Tabernacles”  

Every morning at Dawn, the High priest would lead a procession from the Temple to the Pool of 

Siloam to draw out “the living water” into a golden pitcher. With the sound of trumpets and great 

joy a procession would fill the streets to ascend back to the Temple to pour out the water on the 

Great Altar – to pray for rain and for the Messiah to come - “the water libation ceremony.”  They 

sang “With joy we drink water out of the well of our salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3)  While not recorded in 

Scripture, this ceremony was clearly performed in Jesus Day (Mishnah) 

On the Last and final 7th day was the climax! Priests waving long willow branches like a mighty 

rushing wind circle the altar 7 times, Levites would pour out the blood of 70 sacrifices, and the living 

water mixed with wine was poured on the altar. Hear now what Jesus did! John 7:37-39  

“In that Day, that great day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying” If any man is thirsty let 

him come unto Me and drink. He that believes on Me, as the Scriptures have said, our of his belly 

shall flow living water. But this spoke He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should 

receive, for the Holy Ghost wasn’t yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          
                     “Jesus Declared Himself the Messiah during Tabernacles!” 
                He Promised we would drink of the Living Water – The Holy Spirit  



The Feast of Tabernacles (Sept-Oct) follows Feast of Trumpets and the Day of Atonement. It is  
the final commanded gathering when all Jews must present themselves in Jerusalem.  All the 
harvest is in the barns and the Jews build sukkahs and move outside for 7 days of festival- 
commemorating God’s provision for them in the wilderness under the stars. Called “the Feast” 
 or “The Festival,” it is the last, most exciting and joyous holy day.  A succah is a primitive outdoor 
booth which each family would live in for the entire upcoming festival week. They had 5 days  
to build and decorate it before the holiday began—a highly entertaining task which each 
household sought to out-do its neighbor, a contest that continues today. 

 
Themes: “The Season of Our Joy” and “The Light of the World” during which God commanded 
His people to rejoice.  Since this season immediately follows the burdensome 40 days of 
repentance (Elul to Feast of Trumpets),  followed by brutal fast/repentance of the Day of 
Atonement,  it also marks the end of all the hard labor in the harvest.  An outside 8-day party! 

 
 
                                                      
 

 
“The Living Water - The Well of Salvation – Pool of Siloam” 
 

The Jews were commanded by God to come to Jerusalem to attend the morning ceremony, so  
the tiny walled city was flooded with happy people.  The 4000 Temple priests were divided up into  
3 groups, each with a different task. The 1st group stayed at the Temple and slaughtered 70 bulls 
on behalf of the 70 Gentile nations. The 2nd group, led by the high Priest priest carrying a golden 
pitcher, marched out through the Water Gate and keep down the mount to the Pool of Siloam.  
This pool was fed by a spring, which qualified it as the nearest source of “living water.”  As flute 
players magnified the thrill of the moment, the high priest drew water from the “Well of Salvation” 
and led the 1300 singing priests back to the Temple, cheered on by the dancing crowds lining the 
street the whole way, serenaded back through the Water Gate by trumpeters. 



                                “ The Mighty Rushing Wind  - The March of the Willows” 
 The 3rd group of priests would parade out the Eastern gate, called the “Beautiful Gate” They 
would march down the mount and across the Kidron Valley to a huge grove of willow trees. There 
they each cut a 25-foot-long willow branch, then lined up twelve abreast, each row separated by the 
length of the branches, for a majestic procession back to the Temple. 
 

 
 
As they sang and marched in unison, right foot 
first, then left foot - 111 rows of willow branches  
waved together in unison made an amazing sound 
 ‘Like a mighty rushing wind.’  Thi procession stretched  
the whole way down the hillside, across the valley, up the Temple Mount, and through the double-
wide eastern gate. What a sight this must have been!  A flute player called “the pierced one” led 
the march along with trumpets.  When these priests arrived at the Great Altar, they circled it 7 times 
and laid all their branches up against the altar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Living Water – Pool of Siloam – The Well of Salvation 
 With all 4000 priests surrounding the Great Altar, and the 
crowds surrounding them, the high priest and an assistant 
ascended and poured the living water and a jar of wine together into two bowls above the altar, 
while beseeching God one last time to save them.  Each bowl was perforated with many holes so 
the water and wine would “rain” down onto the altar, signifying the final purification of the people 
before God.  As the empty golden pitcher was held up, deafening cheers thundered across the 
Temple courts and the week-long celebration of singing, dancing and feasting began.  The Talmud 
says, “He who has not seen the rejoicing at the water-drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life!”  
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                                                       “The Light of the World” 
 
 After the regular daily sunset sacrifice, 16 strong young men of priestly descent gathered for the 
Temple lighting ceremony. Women could watch the men dancing from special balconies. 
 

 

  
 
 

The youth were divided into 4 groups and sent to the 4 corners of the Temple court:  
each youth carrying a 10-gallon jar of sanctified oil.  A towering 75-foot golden candelabra holding up 
4 giant bowls stood in each corner.  Heavy jars of oil were carried up ladders, poured in the bowls, 
wicks made out of discarded priests’ garments, and the bowls were lighted. The effect was 4 giant 
bonfires burning high over the Temple walls. Eyewitnesses record that they were bright enough to 
light up every courtyard in Jerusalem, transforming the Holy Temple into the “Light of the World.” 
 

This was a recreation of the pillar of 
fire (the Shekhinah glory) which  
hovered over the Wilderness 
Tabernacle and lit up the entire 
camp of a million tents in the desert 
every night for 40 years.  
Once the fires atop the glittering 
golden lamp stands were ablaze, all 
4000 priests lined up on the steps of 
the wide stairway leading up to 
the Temple, forming a sea of brilliant 
white and gold. There, they put on a 

concert like nothing we can imagine - singers plus musicians playing “harps, lyres, cymbals, 
trumpets, and other instruments without number.”  They sang and played all night while all the 
people throughout Jerusalem danced to their music. And they continued, day after day, night 
after night through the whole 7 days!   
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                       The Feast of Tabernacles as A Future Prophetic Picture  
 
 Priests divided into 3 groups - working in unity to accomplish 3 different tasks -  The Trinity!   

• The 1st group offered 70 sacrifices on behalf of all the 70 Gentile nations  
God sacrificed His Only Son for all mankind. 

• The 2nd group drew living water from the well of salvation – Jesus Messiah 
• The 3rd group waving willow branches, created a massive sound of rushing wind 

(foreshadowing the arrival of the Holy Spirit at the Temple steps (Acts Chapter 2) 
The branches entered the Temple mount through the Eastern Gate, the 
same double-wide gate through which Jesus (the Branch from the root of Jesse, 
Isaiah 11:1) entered on His way to the cross (a gate which is now sealed): 

 
 
 
 

• The flute player was called the “pierced one” (Jesus crucifixion!). 
• The water and wine being poured out together (water and blood  poured out from Jesus’ 

side proving his death bearing the sins of the world outside the camp) 
• The brilliant bonfires lighting up the entire city (a shadow of the “Light of the World” who 

will one day return to Jerusalem as the reigning King): 
•  

Revelaton 21:23 happens during Eternity, a picture of the forever Feast of Tabernacles  
                          “The City has no need for the sun or the moon to shine on it, 
                             because the Glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its light.”  
Zechariah 14:16-17 – “Then everyone  that is left off all the nations which came against Jerusalem  
                            will go up from  year after year to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts,  
                           and to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.“ 
 
During Tabernacles Jesus went secretly to declare Himself “the living water” and promise the 
coming of the Holy Spirit.  He cried out in the middle of the Water Pouring Ceremony while they 
were singing, ‘ with Joy we drink water from the well of our salvation – our Jesus in Hebrew. 

This happened exactly on Hoshannah Rabbah, The Great Salvation, at the Pool of Siloam which 
means “the Sent One.’  Jesus referred to Isaiah 55:1 which is again quoted in Revelation 22:17. 

 
The very next day (after the Temple Lighting Ceremony) Jesus spoke to them again, “I am the 
Light of the world; he that follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the Light of Life.” 
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