
 
 

 
 

 

Power   & 

End Time Word Study by Cathy Bentley 



                    “Power and Authority Verses – Exousia” 
 

 What an amazing study in the Word on the difference between power and authority.  Many times these concepts 
are used interchangeably in the Bible but their meanings are quite different!   Power refers to demonstrated 
strength, might or ability, especially the explosive power of God.  The Greek word for power is “dunamis” from which  
we get “dynamite.”  The Holy Spirit’s power is like dynamite working through us to cause miracles.  
 Authority is delegated power – the right to rule:  authority refers to position!  It is not determined by natural 
strength but by supernatural or heavenly decree.  All ultimate source of authority comes from God who gave it to 
Jesus while He was on this earth.  Jesus gave us authority in His Name over all the works of the enemy.  

 
                                Using Your Authority In Prayer 
 

Jesus used 2 distinct words to express our "authority" over the powers of the Evil One. That authority is all-
inclusive, unlimited, undiminished for all time. In both cases it is His authority and His alone to give to another as 
His representative. Christ gave us that representation before the throne when He said, "If you ask anything in 
My name, I will do it." 
 
DUNAMIS: ( Strongs 1411)           "Demonstrative Power" 
The first word for power or authority is "dunamis" from which we get our word for dynamite. It stands for 

God’s mighty works, as opposed to His mighty Words. It is also this power that is referred to when miracles, 
signs and wonders are mentioned. It speaks of one's ability over the opponents’ abilities.  It is explosive power 
– that same power our Lord refers when speaking of His coming in great power and glory. 

 
Matt 24:30  “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, & they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power (1411) and great glory.” 
 
Matt 6:13  “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil (or the Evil One):  
                  For thine is the kingdom, and the power  (1411) and the glory, for ever. Amen.” 
 
EXOUSIA: (Strong's 1849)                "Authoritative Power"    
 
Jesus said, "All power (exousia) is given unto me in heaven and in earth. "Therefore, go and make disciples..." 
 
 It is this authoritative power that Jesus gave to His disciples when He sent them out into the world to heal and 

cast out demons.  He gave them power and authority to make disciples of all men! 
 
  

 



 
Mark 3:15    “And to have power (exousia) to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 
Mark 6:7  “And He called unto Him the twelve, and began to send them forth by two and two; 
                  and gave them power (exousia) over unclean spirits; 
Luke 4:32    “And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his word was with power (exousia). 
Luke 4:36  “ And they were all amazed, and spoke among themselves, saying, What a word is this!  
      For with authority (exousia) and power (dunamis) He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” 
 
Jesus joins both these words in the testimony of those who not saw His mighty deeds, but also saw He had 

authority to command evil spirits.   DUNAMIS  = Mighty Works      EXOUSIA = Mighty Words 
. 
DUNAMIS is Holy Spirit power  working in us (signs and wonders).  
EXOUSIA is the positional authority  of the believer who is seated with Christ in heavenly places.  
 
Ephesians 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
              who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” 
Ephesians 1:20 “ Which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead,  
                       and set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, 
Ephesians 2:6   “ And has raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” 
Ephesians 3:10 “ To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places  
                     might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,” 
 
It is for this reason that Jesus told the rejoicing disciples, who had cast out demons in His name,  
       and who were reveling in the fact that demons were subject to them in Jesus’ name. 
 
Luke 10:20  “ Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto you;  
                            but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.” 
 
It the authority of a name written in heaven that gives us rights and privileges above those of demons. 
         That is what it means to "Be seated with Him in heavenly places."    
 
                             The Authority of Our POSITION in CHRIST! 
 
If you are seriously studying power and authority, you will be challenged on the idea of exercising authority in 
prayer. Perhaps that is good since in our day there are some dangerous doctrines of commanding God in the 
work of His hands.  Authority of prayer has nothing to do with authority OVER GOD!  It has everything to do 
with exercising our vested authority OVER the ENEMY and his work. Our authority is in declaring God's glory. 
 

 



 
                  Authority -  EXOUSIA  Verses 

Mattt.7:29   “For Jesus taught them as one having authority and not as scribes” 
 
Matt 8:9  “For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me, and I say to this man, ’Go and   he goes; 

and to another ‘Come and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do and he does it.”  
 
Matt 9:6  “But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins 
          (then said He to the sick of the palsy)  “Arise, take up your bed and to your house.” 
 
Matt 9:8  “And when the multitudes saw it, they marveled & glorified God, which had given such authority to men.  
 
Matt 10:1  “And when He had called to Him His 12 disciples, He gave the power (authority) against unclean 
               spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” 
 
Matt 21:23  “When Jesus came into the Temple, the chief priests and elders of the people came to Him as He  
                  was teaching and said, ‘Bu what authority do you these things? And who gave you this authority? 
 
Matt 21:24 “Jesus answered & said to them, “I will also ask you one thing,  which if you tell me, I will tell you  
             by what authority I do these things.” 
  
Matt 21: 27  “And they answered Jesus and said, ‘We cannot tell.’ And He said to them,  
                             Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.’ 
 
Matt 28:18  “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All power is given to Me in Heaven and earth.” 
 
Mark 1:22  “And they were astonished by His doctrine: for He taught them as one who had authority  
                   and not as the scribes.” 
 
Mark 1:27  “And they were all amazed insomuch that they questioned among themselves,  What thing is this? 
    What new doctrine is this?  For with authority he commands even the unclean spirits & they obey him.” 
 
Mark 2:10  “But that you may know that the Son of man has power (authority) on earth to forgive sins. 

 
Mark 3:15  “And to have power (authority) to heal sickness, and to cast out devils” 

 
Mark 6:7  “And He called unto Him the 12 and began to send them forth two by two, and gave them power  
                (authority) over unclean spirits.” 
 



 
Mark 11:28  “And said to them, ‘By what authority do you these things? And who gave you this authority? 
 
Mark 11:33-34  “And they answered and said to Him, ‘I will ask of you one question, and answer Me,  
          and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey 
           who left His house, and gave authority to His servants, and to every man his work, and commanded  
          the porter to watch.”  (Psalm 7)    (Keep awake) 

 
Luke 4:6  “And the devil said to Him, ‘All this power (authority) will I give to you and the glory of them,  
         for it is delivered to me, and to whomsoever I will I give it.” 
 
Luke 4:32  “And they were astonished at his doctrine.  For His word was with authority.” 
 
Luke 4:36  “And they were amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, ‘What a word is this!   
        For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits and they come out!” 
 
Luke 5:24  “But that you may know that the Son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins (the palsy)  
           I say to you, ‘Rise up and take your couch and go into this house” 
 
Luke 7:8  “I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers and I say to one, ‘Go’ and he goes,  
           and to another ‘Come’ and he comes, and to my servant, ’Do this’ and he does it.” 
 
 Luke 9:1  “Then He called his 12 disciples together and gave them power and authority over all devils  
                   and to cure diseases.” 
 
Luke 10:19  “Behold, I give unto you power (dunamis) and authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
              all the power (authority) of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”  (cause you to sin) 

 
Luke 12:5  “But I will forewarn you whom you shall fear.  Fear Him who which after He has killed has power  
             (authority) to cast into hell.  Yes, I say, fear Him.” 

 
Luke 12:11  “ And when they bring you into the synagogues and unto magistrates and powers (authorities),  
                take no thought how or what things you shall answer, or what you shall say. 

 
Lyke 19:17   “And he said to him, ‘Well done, you good servant, because you have been faithful in a very little, 
                have authority over 10 cities.’ 
 
 
 



 
Luke 20:2  “And spoke to him, saying, ‘ Tell us by what authority do you these things 
                                or Who is he that gives you this authority?’ 
 
Luke 20:8  “And Jesus said to them, ‘ Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.” 
 
Luke 20:20  “And they watched Him and sent forth spies, which would feign themselves just men, that they  
         might take hold of His words, so that they might deliver Him to the power and authority of the governor. 
 
Luke 22:53  “When I was daily with you in the Temple, you stretched forth no hands against Me:  
               but this is your hour and the power (authority) of darkness (skotos).” 

 
John 1`:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave power (authority)  to become the sons of God, 
               even to those who believe on His Name.” 
 
John 5:27  “And has given Him power (exousia) to execute judgment because He is the Son of man.” 
 
John 10:18  “No man takes it from Me, but I lay it down Myself.  I have power (authority) to lay it down,  
           and I have power (authority) to take it again.  This commandment I received of My Father.” 
 
John 17:2  “And You have given Him power (authority) over all flesh, that He should give eternal life  
                             to as many as You have given Him.” 
 
John 19:10  “Then said Pilate to Him, ‘Speak you not to me?’ Do you not know that I have power (authority)  
                    to crucify you., and have power (authority ) to release you?” 
 
John 19:11  “Jesus answered, ‘You could have no power (authority) at all against Me except that it was given 
              you from above; therefore he that delivered Me to you has the greater sin.” 
 
Acts 1:7  “And He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know the times or the seasons which the Father 
                 has put in His own power (authority).” 

 
Acts 5:4  “While it remained wasn’t it your own?  (Ananias & Sapphira’s lie about land profit)  
                 And after it was sold, wasn’t it in your own power (authority) 

 
Acts 8:19  “Saying, give me also this power that on whomsoever I lay hands, He may receive the Holy Ghost” 
 
Acts 9:14  “And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on your name.” 
 



 
Acts 26:10   Paul is talking about the power of the chief priests 
 
Acts 26:12   Paul went to Damascus to take Christians prisoner with authority from the chief priests 
 
Acts 26:18  “To open their eyes and to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of satan to God, 
 that they might receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith  that…. 
 
 Romans 9:21 “has not the potter power (authority) over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto  
            honor and and another to dishonor?” 

 
Romans 13:1  “Let every soul be subject to the higher authorities. For there is no authority but of God:  
                    the powers (authorities) that be are ordained of God”  Continue on in Romans 13:2-3 
 
1 Cor 7:37   “Nevertheless he that stands steadfast in his heart, having no necessity, but has power (authority)  
                over his own will, and has so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, does well.” 
 
1 Cor 8:9  “But take heed lest by any means this liberty (authority) of our become a stumbling block  
                    to them that are weak.” 
 
1 Cor 9:4-6 “Have we not authority to eat or drink?  Have we not power (authority) to lead about a sister,  
             a wife, as well as the other apostles, and as brothers of the Lord and Cephas?” 
                  Or I only and  Barnabus, have we not the power to forbear working 
 
1 Cor 9:18  “What is my reward then?  Verily that when I preach the gospel, I make make the gospel  
                 of Jesus Christ without charge, that I abuse not my authority in the gospel.” 
 
1 Cor 9:12  “if others be partakers of this power over you, are we not rather?  
      Nevertheless we have not abused this power, but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. “ 
 
1 Cor 11:10  “For this cause the woman ought to have authority on her head because of the angels.” 
 
1 Cor 15:24  “Then comes the end, when He shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father,  
                     when He shall have put down all rule, all authority (exousia) and power (dynamis).” 
 
2 Cor. 10:8   “For thought I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord has given us for  
          edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed.” 
 
 



 
2 Cor 13:10  “Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use sharpness, according  
         to the power (authority) which the Lord has given me to edification, and not to destruction.” 

 
Ephesians 1:21  “Far above every principality (arche) and power (exousia) and might (dunamis) and dominion 
            (kyriotes) and every name that is name not only in this world but also in that which is to come..” 
 
Ephesians 2:2  “Where in times past you walked according to the course of this world according to  
             the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the children of disobedience.” 
 
Eph 3:10  “To the intent now that to the principalities and power in heavenly place might be known by the Church,  
                    the manifold wisdom of God.” 

 
Eph 6:12 “For we wrestle NOT against flesh and blood, but against principalities (arche), against powers,  
          (exousia)  against rulers of the darkness of this world, and against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
 
Colossians 1:13  “Who has delivered us for the authority of power (authority) of darkness and has translated  
                        us into the kingdom of His dear Son.’ 
 
Col. 1:16  “For by Him were all things created, whether they be thrones or dominions (Kyriotes) or principalities 
                   (arche)  or power (exousia) – all things were created by Him and for Him.” 
 
Col. 2:10  “And you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power (authority).” 
 
Col 2:15  “And having spoiled principalities and powers (authority), He made a show of them openly, 
                triumphing over them in it.” 
 
2 Thess. 3:9  “Not because we have not power (authority), but to make ourselves and examples to others.” 

 
Titus 3:1  “Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers (authorities), to obey magistrates.” 
 
Hebrews 3:10  “We have an altar, which they have no right (authority) to eat, which serve the Tabernacle.” 

 
1 Peter 3:22  “who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God, angels and authorities (exousia) and 

powers ( (dynamis) being made subject to Him.” 
 
 Jude 1:25  “to the only wise God our Savior, be glory & majesty, dominion, & power both now & forever.” 

 
 



 
         “Exousia” is  A  Key Theme in the Book of Revelation 
 

         “ Jesus’ Ultimate Authority destroys satan’s authority in the End Times” 
 
Rev 2: 26  “To him who overcomes and keeps My works unto the end, 
                            him will I give power (authority) over the nations. 
 
Rev. 6:8  “And I looked and behold, a pale horse, and His name that sat upon him was death (thanatos) 
      and hell (Hades) followed with him.  And power (authority) was given unto them over ¼ part of the earth –  
              to kill with the sword, with hunger, and with the beasts of the earth.” 
 
Rev 9:3  “And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth, 
                and power (authority) was given them as scorpions on the earth have power (authority). 
 
Rev 9:10 “And they had tails like scorpions and there were stings in their tails  
                       and their power (authority) was to hurt men 5 months.” 
 
Rev 9:19  “For their power (authority) is in their mouths and in their tails;   (the locusts/scorpions) 
             for their tails were like unto serpents and had heads and with them they do hurt.” 
 
Rev 11:16  “They have power (authority) to shut heaven, to not rain and and power (authority) over waters 
             to turn them into blood.”    (The 2 Mighty Witnesses) 
 
Revelation 12:10  “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ‘Now is come salvation, and strength,  
                 and the  Kingdom of our God,  and the power (authority) of His Christ:  
    for the accuser of our brethren  is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.” 

 
Rev 13:2  “The dragon gave him his power (dynamus) and his throne and great authority.” (the 1st Beast) 
 
Rev 13:4  “They worshipped the dragon who gave power (authority) to the beast.”  (the earthdwellers) 
 
Rev. 13:5  “And authority was given to him 42 months.”  (the aniti-christ) 
 
Rev 13:7  “ And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them  
         and power (authority)  was given to him over all kindreds, tongues, and nations. “   (the anti-christ) 
 
 



 
Rev. 13:12  “And he exercises all authority of the 1st beast before him.”   (the false prophet) 
 
Rev 14:18  “ And another angel came out from the altar, which had power (exousia) over fire; and cried with a loud 

voice to him that sat on the cloud, ‘Thrust in your sickle and reap: for the time has come for you to reap: 
for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 

 
Rev 16:9  “And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 
            who has power (authority) over these plagues: and they repented not to give Him glory.” 
 
 
Rev. 17:12   “And the 10 horns which you saw are 10 kings, which have received no kingdom as yet,  
                           but receive power (authority) as kings one hour with the beast.” 
 
Rev 17:13  “These have one mind, and shall give their power (authority) and strength to the beast.” 
 
Rev 18:1  “After these things, I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power (authority): 
          and the earth was lightened with His glory.”  
 
Rev 20:6  “Blessed and holy is he that has part in the 1st resurrection: on such the 2nd death has no power 
              (authority), but they shall be priests with God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him for 1000 years.” 
 
Rev. 22:!4  “Blessed are they who do His commandments, that they may have right (authority)  
                     to the Tree of Life, and may enter in through  the gates into the City.” 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
                         Authority from Beginning to End 

 
Power – “Dunamis” –Demonstrated Might                       Authority – “Exousia” – Delegated Authority 
 
1. In the Beginning of God’s Plan – He created Adam in His image as His choice man on earth to guard Eden. 

        Adam was never a god on this earth, but truly God’s appointed ambassador on this earth. Adam was given 
authority by God to have dominion over: the garden, the plant life, the fish, the birds and the animal kingdom.  
God allowed Adam to name all the animals – delegated authority has wonderful privileges.  Satan’s plan to 
seduce Adam and Eve into disobeying God’s spoken commandment was a direct attack against God’s 
delegated authority.. By sin and disobedience, Adam lost his position as Eden’s caretaker, lost his intimacy 
with God through mankind’s spiritual death, and then became a subject to satan’s rule.  The very ones who 
were created to live in God’s Kingdom of Light were now transferred to the Kingdom of Darkness and blinded 
to the goodness and power of God, who created all things for His glory! 

 
2. From Then Until Now - Satan has a position of temporary authority in this world (consequence of Adam’s sin) .  

  As soon as Jesus is baptized in the River Jordan and the Holy Spirit descends upon Him, He is led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness where He is tempted by satan who declares he has this authority. Reading   

       John 4:5 -  “And the devil, taking Jesus up into a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 
in a moment of time. 6. The devil said to Him, ‘All this power (authority) will I give you, and the glory of them, 
for that it is delivered unto me: and to whosoever I will I give it.  7. If You therefore will worship me, all shall 
by Yours.”  While Jesus refuses to worship satan,  He doesn’t deny satan’s  authority.   

 
                           Jesus identifies satan as “ the prince of this world,” or “the god of this world.” 

• The prince of this world: "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out"    (John 12:31). 

• The prince of this world   (John 14:30)   “hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this 
world comes, and has nothing in Me.” 

• The prince of this world  (John 16:11)  “Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.” 

• Prince of the power of the air: “…… in time past you walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air,  the spirit that now works in the children of 
disobedience.   (Ephesians 2:2). 

• The god of this world system:  "In whom the god of this world has blinded the minds of them which 
believe not..." (2 Corinthians 4:4 

 



 

             3.  Satan rules now in heavenly places and has a hierarchy of spirits under his command.   
                    All unbelievers are held captive in spiritual darkness by these unseen forces: 

•  Ephesians 12:  
 

4.  Jesus Came to Earth to Demonstrate His Authority over sin, over sickness, and over evil spirits to demonstrate 
    God’s perfect love towards us.  His power over satan was manifested before the Cross! 

• Matthew 9:16 
• Mark 3:15 
• Luke 5:29 
• Luke 9:1  

 
5.   When Jesus shed His blood on Calvary  -  God accepted His Son’s innocent life as the perfect substitute  
for sin of all mankind, thereby defeating satan’s authority over whosoever believes in Jesus as savior and Lord.  
Jesus is the rightful authority over all creation and His crucifixtion and resurrection are God’s greatest victory. 

With salvation, the enemy’s authority is broken over us: we receive restoration back to the Father through  
our newly re-created spirit when we are born again.  Jesus’ blood atoned once for all.  We are free to serve God and  
to be led by the Holy Spirit as we walk in newness of life In HIM.   

 
6.  Jesus gives us authority now over all the works of the enemy. 
     
7.  When we use His delegated authority, we are preparing for our leadership roles for Eternity.  At the end of the age,  
    Jesus will rule and reign, all enemies will be under His feet and we will rule and reign with Him!  
 
8.  The Anti-christ will exercise authority during the Tribulation and will overcome “the saints.”  The Book of  
 Revelation foretells how Jesus ultimately reclaim all authority while satan, the anti-christ and the false prophet will  
be cast into the Lake of Fire.  A wonderful study on “the saints/the elect” points to Israel in the Tribulation –   
                      Not the Church.  
 
 Glory to God for His great Love toward us!  His Plan is perfect.  He has given us authority for one purpose –  
To accomplish His plan to proclaim redemption in Jesus Christ to every people, in every tongue, in every nation.  
 

 Over the years there seem to be two errors in life application of this wonderful study.  In the first group, 
 Christians fail to recognize the authority Jesus gave to us to overcome every trap of the enemy and these 
wonderful Christians  
live defeated lives and never experience His power working on their behalf.   

 
 


